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Luke 9. 55. But he turned, and rebuked them, and ſaid, Ye 


know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of. 


Mal. 2. 15. --- Therefore take Hecd to your Spirit. 
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At the Anniverſary Convention of Mi- 
niſters of the Province of the Maſla- 
chuſetts- Bay in NEw-EncLanD; ei 


at Boſton, May 29. 1746. 


Mr. ee Gay: for his Sermon 
preach'd before the Convention this Day: 
And that it is agreable to the Conven- 
tion that ſaid Sermon be made Publick. 


Atteſt. Samuel Checkley, Scriba. 
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And John bare Record, ſaying, T ſaw the Spirit 
deſcending from Heaven, like a Dove, and :: 
abode upon him, | 


HE Goſpel is Canis T's Goſpel, and 
'©W ſhould be preached with CHRIST's 
SPLITS! Spirit. It was fo by bis firſt Miniſters 

7 29%. IÞ of it. The ſame Spirit which deſc: nd- 
ed on him came alſo upon the es, 
when they were all with one Accord 
in one Place, on the Day of Penteco/?. 
The like gracious Vouch&@fement (tho' 
+ kay: not in the extraordinary Manner and 
Effects thereof) is to be defired by us, the Lord's Minifters, 
who are met together in this Place, on the Day of our an- 
nual, brotherly Convention. And to prepare our Minds for it, 
a Diſcourſe on this Text may be ſeaſonable and uſefu]. 
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This Record, which John the Baptiſt, Chriſt's Fore- runner, 


bare concerning him, refers to his ſolemn Inauguration into 
his mediatorial Office, at his Baptiſm. Heaven was then open- 
ed, and the Holy Ghoſt deſcended from thence, and lighted upon 
him. The viſible Appearance, in which the Spirit came, 
abode ſome Time upon him; the Spirit itſelf remain'd with 
him, was conſtantly reſident in him. This was not indeed 
the firſt of the Spirit's Coming upon our Saviour ; but it was 
the firſt which John ſaw, and to which he gave Teſtimony. 
The Spirit of God formed Chriſt's humane Nature, with all 
it's congenite Principles of Grace and Holineſs, free from the 
leaſt Stain or moral Imperfection. And from his Birth the 
Spirit was with him, making him gradually, as Man, to in- 
creaſe in Wiſdom, as he did in Stature. But when he was 
entring upon his public Miniſtry, the Spirit came upon him 
in a greater Abundance of Gifts, and Graces, and Influences, 
thoroughly furniſhing of him to his Work. Then was he 
eminently anointed with the Holy Gheſt and with Peter, ena- 
bling him to the Diſcharge of his Office. And particularly as 
a Prophet; which he began with a Sermon on that Paſſage in 
Iſai. 61. 1. T he Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becauſe the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good Tidings, &c. This Day, 
ſaid he, (when he had read the Len) is this Scripture fulfilled 
in your Ears 4. In him dwelt the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily ; and he was not, conſider'd in his divine Nature, of 
himſelf inſufficient for his Undertaking ; there was no Defect 
of Power in him as a divine Perſon, the mighty God, to be 
ſupply*d by the Spirit's deſcending, and abiding upon him. 
The humane Nature of Chriſt was ſtrengthened with a di- 
vine Power to his Work; and all the Aſſiſtance it had, was by 
Virtue of it's Union with, and derived from, his divine Na- 
ture. But ftill the Holy Spirit is that Perſon in the Godhead, 
by which the Energy of the divine Nature, in its Operations 
on, and by, Chriſt's humane Nature was moſt immediately 
exerted, In the Power of the Spirit did he preach, and con- 
firm his Doctrine, and finiſh the Work, which his Father gave 
him to do on the Earth, 

John ſaw the Spirit deſcending from Heaven, lite a Dove. 

So ſay the Evangeliſts, in the Account which they give of 
it. Luke tells us, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a' bodily Shape, 
lite a Dove, upon bim. Whether the Expreſſion imports, 
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that the corporeal Form which the Spirit aſſum'd and appear'd 
in, was the very Shape of a Dove, or only that the Manner 
of the Spirit's deſcending, was like a Dave's coming down, 
with its Wings ſpread abroad, and fo hovering over and light- 
ing upon a Thing ; may not be eaſy for us to determine, and 


it is not neceſſary for us to know, Yet, in which of theſe 


Senſes ſoever we underſtand it, it ſheweth that there was 
ſomething in the Spirit's viſible Deſcent upon Chriſt, reſem- 
bling a Dove, which made the Eye-Witneſs and inſpired 
Writers make ſo particular mention of a Dove in their Re- 
cords of it. And *tis not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe a Myſtery 
in the Spirit's deſcending in a Dove-like Shape, or in a Dove- 
like Manner : Eſpecially ſince a Dove was reckon'd an Em- 
blem of the Holy Ghoſt by the ancient Jews. "That it was 
ſo ordered by God, that there ſhould (as the Baptiſt and E- 
vangeliſts teſtify) be ſome Reſemhlance of a Dove in the Spi- 
rit's deſcending and reſting on Chriſt, to fignify what Spirit 
he was of, and ſhould exerciſe, in the Diſcharge of his Office, 
to which he was in that Manner deſigned and prepared; v:z, 
a Dove-like Spirit. Such was the Spirit that deſcended and 
abode upon him, and ſuch was his humane Spirit, having the 
Characters of the divine Spirit impreſs'd upon it, when he 
was ſealed with the Holy Ghoſt, at his Baptiſm ; and ſo was 
ſolemnly inveſted into his Office, and perfectly accompliſhed 
for the Performance of it. | 


The Obſervation, proper to be the Subject of the preſent 
Diſcourſe, from the Text, is this, v:z. 


T hat a Dove-like Spirit is a requifite and eminent Quali fica- 
tion of a Goſpel Miniſter. 


[t being the Spirit of the Lord, by whom the great Salva- 
tion at the firſt began to be ſpoken ; it ſhould, in a good 
Meaſure, be found in every One, that after him, and in his 
Name, preacheth the Goſpel of Chriſt. As will further ap- 
pear by conſidering the Properties of a Dove-like Spirit. 


I. A Dove-like, is a pure Spirit. The Dove was of the 
Number of clean Birds, in the ceremonial Diſtinction of 'em, 
and the only one that was uſed in Sacrifice to (God, My 
Dove, my Undefiled, fays the ſpiritual Bridegoom to his Spouſe, 

ant. 5. 2. A Dove is therefore a fit and ſcriptural Emblem 
of Purity, which was perfect in the holy and undefiled Jeſus, 


upon 
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upon whom the Spirit deſcended like x Dove, qualifying him 
for, and actuating him in, his holy Miniftration. A Dove- 
like pure Spirit, is called in Scripture, a pure Mind, a pure 
Heart, a pure Conſcience, If any Diſtinction be conceived be- 
tween theſe, yet each of em comprehends the other, and a 
pure Spirit all. It is (as renewed in fallen Man) a Spirit 
cleanſed from the Defilements of Sin, conſecrated, and made 
holy to God, thro* Sanctification of his Spirit, and in which 
there is no Guile prevailing : A good and honeſt Heart, en- 
dowed with Simplicity and godly Sincerity, Such ought the 
Spirit of a Goſpel Miniſter, conformable to his divineMaſter” s, 
to be. 

His Relation to God ſuppoſes and requires it: Being aſſum'd 
into a near and conſtant Attendance upon him, who is of 
purer Eyes than to behold Evil. This is that the Lord ſpake 
with Reſpe to the Prieſt's eſpecially, his Miniſters under the 


Law, (and the Reaſon of it is the ſame, and ſtronger, in Re- 


gard to thoſe under the Goſpel) I will be ſan#ified in them that 
come nigh me *; will be approached and ſerved as a holy God. 
There is no Man, no Miniſter, that hath a juſt and lively 
Apprehenſion of the infinite Purity of that God, with whom 


he hath to do, and before whom the Seraphim cover their 


Faces, and their Feet, crying one to another, Hely, haly, holy 
is the Lord of Hoſts, but will be ready to ſay as the Prophet 
did, upon the viſional Repreſentation thereof to him, V ts 
me, for I am undone, becauſe I am a Man of unclean Lips t, and 


till his Iniquity is taken away andSin purged, as 1/atah's was, 


wou'd dare to anſwer, as he did, when one was called for to 
go on a divine Embaſſy, Here am I, ſend me. Anſwerable 


to the relative Holineſs of a Miniſter, in his ſpecial Dedication 


to the Lord, there ought to be real Holineſs of Heart and 
Life, in a ſincere and intite Devotedneſs unto him. 

As he repreſents God by Office, he ſhould be like him in 
Diſpoſition : And being peculiarly God's Servant, be diſtin- 
guiſh'd by his Sanétity. Otherwiſe he diſparageth the Ho- 
lineſs of that Majeſty, in whoſe Preſence he ſtands, and in 
whoſe Name he miniſters. If he ſerve God with any Con- 


deſcence, and to divine Acceptation, he muſt do it with a 


pure Conſcience, 
A pure Spirit ſuits with the Nature and End of his Office, 


It is a Goſpel pure it in its Doctrines and Ordinances, that is 
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* Levit. 10. 3. f Iſai. 6. 
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committed to bis Truſt and Adminiſtration. It is pure and 
Jundefiled Religion, which he is ordain'd to propagate and ad- 
ZZpance. His Spirit therefore muſt be pure, that it may agree 
with his Work. Be ye clean, that bear theVeſſels of the Lord ||. 


But ſuch a Spirit, not only correſponds with the Sacredneſs 


of this Work, but qualifies for the Performance of it. The 
Work indeed may poſſibly be done by a Man whoſe Heart is 
not right with God in it. And one of this Character may 


be an Inſtrument, in the Hand of God's free Spirit, of ſancti- 


Fying and ſaving others. Yet, much every Way is the Ad- 
vantage of a pure Spirit, toward the diſcharging this Office 


well, and to good Effect. 2 Tim. 2.21. If a Man purge 


bimſelf from theſe (gnoſtick Pollutious, Luſts of the Fleſh, and 


of the Mind) he ſhall be a Veſſel unto Honour, ſanftified and 
made meet for the Maſter's Uſe, and prepared unto every god 


"Work. He muſt be ſanctified, that he may be duly fitted for 


this Service of Chriſt ; and prepar'd, in Reſpect of Ability 
and Inclination, to every Part of his Duty therein.--- Be apt 
to teach: Furniſh'd with Knowledge, and bewing in Doctrine 
Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Siucerity, ſound Speech that cannot be 
tondemned. A pure Spirit ſearches impartially after Truth, 
and is beſt capable of diſcovering it : Being free from thoſe cor- 
tupt Affections, & vicious Habits, ill Prejudices & baſe Deſigus, 
which cloud and darken the Underſtanding, bribe and pervert the 
| > What Clearneſs is to the Eye of the Body, That 

Purity is to the Eye of the Mind. A pure Heart receives the 
Love of the Truth : And the Myſtery of Faith is held in a 
pure Conſcience, Purity does not intitle any Man to Infalli- 

l:ty,yet it does to the Promiſe of ſureGuidance into all neceſ- 

ry Truth. John 7. 17. If any Man will do his Mill, he ſhall 
now of the Doctrine. Such a Man is liable to err from the 


- Truth, but ſhall not fundamentally and finally. He is molt 


ſecure from all damnable Hereſics, and moſt likely to recover 
out of any conſiderable Miſtakes he may fall into. Faith and 
good Conſcience are faſteſt held together: They who have 
put away the latter, concerning Faith have made Shiptreck *. 


# A good Conſcience, and a true Faith, like Hypocrates's 


T wins, live and die together.” The Teachers of falſe Doc- 
trine, in the apoſtolic Age, are characteris'd as Men of corrupt 
Minds, Ungadly, Senſualiſts, filthy Dreamers, Brute: bs. 


[| Lai. 52. 11. * x Tim. 1. 19. 
A B | Such 
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Such were the Gnoſtics, Nicolaitans, and other impure Here- 
tics, with whoſe monſtrous Opinions the chriſtian Church was 
early infeſted. And in the Papal Apo/tacy, abominable Doc- 
trines have evidently their Riſe from the vile Luſts of the Man 
of Sin. And the Miſſionaries of Rome, that ſpread them, are 
of the Number of unclean Spirits, which John ſaw, like Frogs, 
come out of the Mouth of the Dragon, and out of the Mouth of the 
Beaſt, and out of the Mouth of the falſe Prophet“. Of the 
Seducers in his Time, he faith, 1 John 4. 5. They are of the 
World, therefore ſpeak they of the F/orld---are of a worldly Spi- 
rit, and therefore preach Doctrines ſuitable to worldly Luſts 
and Intereſts. Jude deſcribing the ſame falſe Teachers, 
calls them, ungodly Men, tur ning theGrace of God intoLaſciviouſ- 
neſs, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chri/t : 
By their repreſenting free Grace, diſcovered in the Goſpel, as 
full Indulgence granted to the Luſts of Uncleanneſs, and de- 
ny ing Chriſt to be a Saviour as he is the Lord, rejecting him 
in his Kingly Office eſpecially. 

A pure Spirit is cautelous againſt theAbufe of the Doctrine. 
of Grace; underſtanding and explaining them as Doctrines 
according to Godlineſs, and deſigned to promote univerſal 
Holineſs. --- Election of Grace, thro* Sanctification of the Spi- 
rit unto Obedience: To the Means, as well as to the End.--- 
Redemption from the Curſe of the Law, as a ſpecial Engage- 
ment to keep the Commandments of God. Efe&ua! Veca- 
tion to be unto Holineſs, and the Operations of the divine Spi- 
rit therein, as not excluding humane Endeavours after Grace, 
or ſuperceding all uſe of our enfeebled Faculties in the Work 
of it.--- Fu/tifying Faith as receiving whole Chriſt, not dividing 
his Offices, nor ſubſtituting his Obedience in the Place of ous. 
---Per ſeverance in Grace,to be accompliſhed in a way of conti- 
nual Circumſpection, and dutiful Diligence, working out ou: 
own Salvation with Fear and Trembling. | 

Not that when Hurt is done to the Cauſe of true Holineſs, 
by zealous Advocates for Grace, it is always to be imputed 
to the Pravity of their Minds, and doth argue them Patron: 
of Licentiouſneſs ; yet a pure Spirit will make a Minifter 
careful in eſtabliſhing peculiar Doctrines of the Goſpel, no! 
to undermine, or impair practical Chriſtianity ; never to ſpeak 
diſparagingly of Things divinely excellent; and will bardly 


„» 


Rev. 16, 1 3. | Verle 4. 5 6 
ſufte! 


t (ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 2. 17.) 
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7 Fer him to call Good Horks abominable, which he is to affirm 
tonſtantly, that they who have believed in God, ought to 
"maintain. 


> Purity, conſidered in Oppoſition, not only to moral Pollu- 
on, but alſo to Hypocriſy, is requiſite to qualify a Miniſter, 
and will diſpoſe him to all Fidelity in his Office, and is a 
bappy Advantage to his comfortable and ſucceſsful Diſcharge 
of it, When his Eyes, like a Dave's Eyes 4 (not looking 
adulterouſly upon others, the mean Things of this World) 
have a Reſpect to the holy One of Iſrael + : When he hath a ſin- 
dere Regard to God--To his Will and Command, to his 
Preſence⸗ Acceptance and Honour: When his Intentions are 
ppright, and his Sentiments agree with his Words & Actions, 
and there is no Guile in his Spirit, nor Diſſimulation in his 
Behaviour toward God or Men. But he is fair and open, 
pot wrapping himſelf in Clouds ; not concealing his real 
Principles under the Ambiguity of Expreſſions ; not diſguiſing 
any bad Purpoſes, with fallacious Pretences of Concern for the 
Glory of God, the Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of 
Souls not la; ing of Snares to catch Men; Baits to allure 
them into any Miſchief, or Inconvenience---not uſing any 
Art of Deceit, treacherous Collufions, ſycophantic Detracti- 
ons, ſervile Crouchings and Fawnings : But having a good 
Conſcience, in all Things willing to live honeſtly, MH are 
as many, which corrupt 
the Ward of God : But as of Sincerity, but as of God, in the 
$ight of God ſpeak we in Chrift---i, e. As Men of Sincerity, 
Who ſpeak and act as in the Sight of God, do not ſophiſticate 
and adulterate the pure Word of God--- Chap. 4. Verſe 2. 
But have renounced the hidden T hings of Diſhone/ty, not walking 
i Craftineſs, nor handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by 
Manife/tation of the Truth, commending our ſelves to every Man's 
Conſcience in the Sight of Ged. A pure Spirit is abhorrent 
from all that Slzight of Men, and cunning Graftineſs, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive---lt deteſts thoſe feigned Speeches, 
and plauſible Ways, by which falſe Teachers beguile un- 
wary Souls, and lead *em into dangerous Errors---that Cove- 
#6./neſs, thro* which, under the Cloke of extraordinary Love 
to, Merchandiſe is made of the People---that Ambition, which 
in the Dreſs of voluntary Humility, gains their Admiration 
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and Applauſe. It dreads that Character and Curſe in Hol, 
9. 8. The Prophet is a Snare of a Fowler in his Ways, and 
Hatred in the Houſe of his God. 

A pure Spirit keeps a Miniſter /eady in his Courſe, pur- 
ſuing, by even Steps, the worthy Ends of his Office, thro 
all the Temptations and Oppoſitions he meets with, to divert 
and diſcourage him. It pointeth him to Marks which are 
fix'd, and always in the ſame Place; directs him in a ſtraight 
Path, by an invariable Rule; and he proceedeth uniformly 
in his Work, not changing with the Wind of a vertigi- 
nous World, the varying Circumſtances of Place and Time, 
the fickle Humours of Men, and uncertain Contingencies of 
Affairs. A Man of this Spirit, is conſiſtent with himſelf, is 
the ſame, as to his Faith and Practice of what is neceſſary 
and ſubitantial Truth and Duty, in all Countries, in all 
Caſes, and in all Conditions---** The moral Reaſon of Things 
being every where, and always, the fame **. Let the 
Weathe be fair or ſoul ; let the World ſmile or frown ; let 
him be '.ilowed or forſaken by the Multitude ; let him be 
proſpered or diſappointed ;z he holds on his Way, paſſing by 
Honour ard Diſhonour, evil Report and goed Report. He does 
not prevaticate in the Lord's Meſſage, and play faſt and looſe 
for fiviſter Ends, His Preaching, like the great Subject oi 
it, Chriſt Jeſus, is the ſame ; not Yea at one Time, and Nay 
at another. 2 Cor. 1. 18, 19. But as God is true, our Word 
toward you was not Yea and Nay. For the Sen of God, Feſu: 
Chriſt, who tuas preached among you by us,---was not Yea and 
Nay, but in him was Yea. The Influence of ſuch a Spirit 
was ſuſpended in Peter and Barnabas, when they withdrew 
from the Gentile Converts, meerly to pleaſe ſome 7ewiſb Bi- 
gots, they di//embled, walked not uprightly, according to the Trut) 
of the Goſpel, Gal. 2. 11. The Caſe is there recorded, for 
a perpetual Warning againſt all ſuch Diſſimulation. For as 
low as the Attainment is in the Eyes of ſome, 'tis of no ſmall 
Conſequence that a chriſtian Miniſter be an honeft Man. 

Conducted by a pure Spirit, a Miniſter in Simplicity and 
godly Sincerity hath his Converſation in the Horld, and is an 
Example of the Believers in Purity, And obſerves that cau- 
tionary Direction, in 1 Tim, 5. 22. Lay Hands ſuddenly on 11 
Man, neither be Partaker of other Men's Sins: Keep thy /elf 
Pure, | 
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Whatſoever Things are true, whatſoever Things ate honeſt, 
whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, does 
he think on, diligently ſtudy, preach and exemplify.--The 
Wiſdom that is from above, qualifying a Goſpel Minifter, is 
firſt pure---then peaceable.--- And fo, 


2. A Dove-like, is a harmleſs Spirit. The Dove, an 
antient Emblem of Peace, is propounded by our Saviour as a 
Pattern of Innocence; be harmleſs as Doves +, ſaid he to his 
Diſciples, when he ſent them to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 
Iſrael. A Dove-like, harmleſs Spirit, is the Spirit of Love; 
which worketh no Ill to his Neighbour : A Spirit free from 
Malignity, and miſchievous Deſign : A Diſpoſition by which 
a Man is averſe from, and avoids doing wrong to any. Tho” 
Purity and Innocence ſeem to imply each other, or to be the 
ſame Thing, yet in the Degree wherein they are found in 
imperfe& Men, they are ſeperable Qualities, or, at leaſt, may 
have a diſtint Conſideration with us. So far indeed as a 
Man is poſſeſs'd of the former, he is of the latter alſo ; yet 
ſom-ihing further is required to his having the latter than the 
former. His Spirit may be predominated pure, and yet not 
Its Purity is inoffenſive, yet may be 
accompanied with ſomething that is noxious. There may 
be true Sanctity, and godly Sincerity, where there is not a 
competent Meaſure of Prudence, to keep from offending. 
It is not enough, that theSpirit be free from damningPollution, 
and reigning Hypocriſy, but alſo from whatever is acciden- 
tally, tho” it be not in its own Nature, hurtful, Conſcience 
ſhould be void of Offence toward God, and toward Man. 
Purity might ſuffice to its being ſo toward God, if it were 
under no Obligation to be ſo likewiſe toward Men ; who are 
apt to be offended at more than what is in it ſelf Evil, 
which, were it not for their Sakes, God would not be. A 
pure Spirit thinks on whatſoever Things are true, honeſt, juſt, 
pure; a harmleſs Spirit further, on whatſoever Things are 


FHoveh, amiable in the Sight of Men, and of good Report among 


them. This Ingredient therefore of a Dove-like Spirit, fur- 
ther qualifies a Goſpel Miniſter ; who, in the Diſcharge of 
his Office, need be more inoffenſive, than Purity (alone and 
imperfect) renders him. He ought to ſhun the Appearance of 
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Evil, what ſeems and proves ſo to others, as well as that 
which is in it ſelf Evil. | 

As this was a diſtinct Branch of our Lord's Character, fo 
it may be conſider'd of a good Miniſter's of Chriſt, additional 
to that of Purity. Such an high Prieſt became us who is 
holy, harmleſs. It behoves every one that officiates in ſacred 
Things, to be fo likewiſe ; that he, after the Example of the 
innocent Jeſus, do 0 Violence, and give no Offence, in Caſes 
wherein we may with a pure Conſcience avoid it, Indeed, 
accidentally and eventually, thro' the Perverſeneſs of Men, 
Chriſt, who denounced Wo to that Man by whom Offence 
cometh, was a Stone of Stumbling and Rock of Offence. 
Yet he never gave any juſt Occaſion of the leaſt---for the 
Prevention thereof, we find him complying with received 
Cuſtoms, and paying of Tribute, not due from him. It may 


be impoſlible, but that Offences will come, upon a Miniſter's 


Fidelity in his Office : What is required of him is, to fee to 
it, that they do not ariſe thro' his Default.—- That he guard 
his Words and Actions with ſuch Care, guide his Aﬀaics with 
ſuch Diſcretion, as that he may yield no Occaſion, yea, may 
cut off all Occaſion, of Diſguit or Scandal---of any Man's 
falling into Sin, becoming diſaffected to Religion, or diſcou- 
raged in the Practice of his Duty Giving no Offence in any 
Thing, that the Miniſiry be not blamed, and Souls hurt and de- 
ſtroyed. 

A harmleſs Spirit makes a Miniſter to comport with the 
Weakneſſes of People, to forego his own Profit and Eaſe, to 
part with his juſt Liberty, Pleaſure and Satisſaction, rather 
than any Damage ſhou'd accrue unto them. It diſpoſ-s him 
to pleaſe them in all Things, wherein he may without diſplea- 
ſing God, and for their ſpiritual Advantage, 1 Cor. 10. 32, 

” Chu none Offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, 
mor to the Church of Gad. Even as I pleaſe all Men in all 
Things, not ſeeking mine own Profit, but the Profit of many, that 
they may be ſavcd. 

A harmleſs Spirit in a Preacher, that is wiſe, and would 
teach the People Knowledge, gives good Heed, and feeks to 
find out acceptable Words, as well as Ht orgs of Truth ; Words 
that may not ſcandalize any againſt the TI ruth wh: ch he dcli- 
vers. A Miniſter may offend in Word, when he dees not ert 
in Doctrine: May occaſion many to {tumble at che Law, by 
the uncooth Phraſes in which he expreſſes it. A great Hin- 
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it 5 | 
* drance this is to the ready Reception of divine Truths, and 
0 much Hurt hath been done to Religion, by the unguarded or 
al affected Language of hearty Friends to it. | 
is - Tho? a harmleſs Spirit will not ſuffer a Miniſter to keep 
d back any Thing, which is for the Profit of his Hearers; or 
e {hun to declare the whole Council of God, left they ſhould 
es pervert it to their Damage; yet it may reſtrain him from ſay- 
, ing many Things, when they cannot bear them as yet; and the 
5 unſeaſonable inſiſting on 'em, wou'd be likely to hinder the 
e Entertainment of more neceſſary Truths, and the Practice 
5 of greater Duties. 
e Tho' it will not make him indifferent as to the Prevalence 
d or Suppreſſion of any Errors and Diſorders, and neutral in all 
y Controverſies that ariſe, yet will it make him, in oppoſing that 
's which is bad, careful that he deſtroy not that which is gocd : 
0 And to bear with ſome Things amiſs, that are tolerable, ra- 
d ther than occaſion others, that are more hurtful ;--- to be con- 
h tent with the filent Enjoyment of his own Thoughts about 
y ſome Things, which are not of great Moment : And cautious 
; of ſtirring up, or meddling with, any Strife, in which all that 
' is contended for, is not worth the Time and Pains employ'd 
y upon it: And all the Advantages gain'd by a Victory, will 
» not countervail the Damages ſuſtain'd in the Combat. 
Tho? fuch a Spirit cannot bear with them that are Evil--ſcan- 

e daloufly fo, yet is it not haſty to gather up the Tares, left it 
0 ſhould root up alſo the beat with them. 
r 'Fhis harmleſs Spirit, is not (according to the vulgar Idea of 
n it) a weak Mind, an inſignificant Soul, an inept, inefficacious 
1- Temper ; by which a Man is not capable of doing eithcr 
* Good or Hurt; but is rather a H7/e Man's Heart, that di/- 
65 cer neth both Time and Judgment. a vigilant Spirit, a heedtul 
11 Diſpoſition, by which a Man guards againſt whatever may 
at Prejudice the Succeſs of the Goſpel, and Salvation of Souls. 

This Innocency dwells with Prudence---and Miniſters need 
d be wiſe as Serpents, that they may be harmleſs as Doves. 
0 N 
Js 3. A Dove-like, is a meek and gentle Spirit. So remarkably 
A mild a Creature is the Dove, as gave occaſion for the common 
rc Say ing, that it is without Gall, A Man that has the due Go- 
y vernment of his Paffions, that moderates Anger; and keeps 
kg ie, amidſt all Provocations, within the Bounds of Reatfon and 
oe Religion, is of a Dove-like Spirit, 
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Such was the Spirit of eus moſt conſpicuouſly and exem- 
plarily, in his Management of the Work given him to do on 
the Earth. And ſuch ought the Spirit of every Miniſter of 
Chri/t to be, that he may diſcharge his Office well and ſuc- 
ceſsfully. 2 Tim. 2. 24. T he Servant of the Lord muſt not 


firive, but be gentle unto all Men, apt to teach. He muſt be 


gentle toward all Men, that he may be apt to teach. A meek 
pirit is prediſpoſed to receive, and impart the Knowledge of 
divine Things. The Prophet was unfit for the Illapſes of 
God's Spirit, and to declare his Mind, *till the ruffled Paſſions 
of his own were calm'd by a Minſtrel, 2 Kings 3. 15. The 
Spirit deſcends, in the ordinary Gifts of Prophecy, upon the 
Meek. Pal. 25. 9. The Meek will he teach his Way : And 
enable them to teach it. A gentle is the only effectual Me- 
thod of Inſtruction to be uſed, not only toward the ſimply 
Ignorant, but alſo toward the perverſe Oppoſers of the Truth, 
In Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if Ged per- 
adventure will give them Repentance to the acknowledging of the 
Truth, Which intimates, that gentle and meek Treatment, 
is the moſt likely Way to convert Men from Error to Truth, 
from Sin to Righteouſneſs. Soft Words are more efficacious 
to theſe good Purpoſes, than ſharp Invectives; calm Reaſon- 
ings, than contentious Wranglings. It is a part of the ne- 
| a Character of a Biſhop, that he be no Striter, not a 
rawler, not ſoon angry. And the Reaſon is plain; for the 
Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs pf God. 

He that winneth Souls is wiſe. Sinners are won to Chriſt, 
and their Duty, by the ſweet Invitations and Arguments of 
divine Grace; not driven with the boiſterous Wind of hu- 
man Paſſion : Are drawn with the Cords of a Man, the Bands 
of Love: Are not meerly affrighted or forced, but charm'd 
into a Surrender to the Lord, And they to whom the Word 
of Recanciliation is committed, being Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
as tho* God did beſeech Sinners by them, do pray them to be 
reconciled to Gad. Not but that there is always Occaſion for 
a Preacher to cry aloud, in ſhewing People their Tranſgteſ- 
ſions, and to rebuke them ſharply for their Awakening and 
Amendment, He ought to contend. earneſtly for the Faith, 
and with ſome Warmth to plead for God's Honour, He is 
not to be mealy-mouth'd, and, as Ephraim, like a filly Dove 
without Heart, Hoſ. 7. 11. There is a Sort of Meekneſs as 
oppoſits to holy Zeal, as it is to unballowed Anger. As all 

Meekneſs 
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Meekneſs is not lawful, ſo all Anger is not ſinful. The meek 
Jeſus looked round about on his obdurate Hearers with Anger f. 
2 true chriſtian Meekneſs is the Moderatrix of juſt Anger, 
guides the Paſſion with Diſcretion, tempers it with Charity, 
and keeps it from turning into Fury: Which worſe becomes 
a Mini/ter of the Goſpel, than a Prophet under the Law. It 
is thought by good Expolitors, that the great and frong Wind, 
the Earthquake, and Fire; and after theſe the Hill ſmall Voice, 
with which Elias (a Man ſubje to like Paſſions as we are) 
was entertain'd at Hereb *, were deſign'd to check the ex- 
ceſſive Fervour of Spirit, the diſorderly Paſſion, which mix'd 
itſelf with his Zeal for Gop; and to make him more mild 
in his Cenſures, and more meek and patient in his Endeavours 
and waiting for the Converſion of [/rae/, wherein he might 
ſooner expect Gop's Preſence, and bleſſed Succeſs, than in 
the Storm of Anger or Impatience. His eager and hot Spirit 
might be apt to carry him too far into Methods of Rigour 
and Severity, When two of Chriſt's Diſciples would in their 
Zeal for him, have done as Elijah did, in an extraordinary 
Caſe, he rebuked them, ſaying, Ye know not what Manner of 
Spirit ye are of f blam'd 'em for not knowing, not conſide- 
ring how unſuitable to the Goſpel Diſpenſation a fiery wrath- 
ſul Spirit is. The Intereſt of Religion, the Cauſe of Truth 
is not ſerved by it. 

The Meekneſs of Wiſdom is neceſſary to a right Uſe of 
the Key of Government, in opening and ſhutting, admitting 
to and excluding from Sacraments, executing of Cenſures, 
and adminiſtring all Things which belong to the Order of the 
Goſpel, the due Regulation of chriſtian Worſhip and Society. 
The ruling Power which a Goſpel Miniſter is inveſted with, is 
ſpiritual and paſtoral only: Not to be exercis'd and maintain'd by 
external Force, or Methods of Violence, toward the Eftates or 
Bodies of Men*; but by the Sword of the Spirit which is the 
Mord of God: By Inſtruction, Exhortation, Admonition, Re- 
proof: In all meek and gentle Ways that are directly influ- 
ential on the Mind and Conſcience. The inflifting of bodily 
Diſeaſes on obſtinate, contumacious Offenders, and delivering 
them over to Satan, (if it means any Thing more than de- 
claring them to belong to his Kingdom, and except they re- 
pent, to be conſign'd by a righteous Sentence of Gop to the 
Fire prepar'd for the Devil and his Angels) was an extraor- 


f Mark 3. 5, * 1 Kings 19. 11, 9 Luke 9. 35. 
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dinary Way of revenging Diſobedience, peculiar to the A/ 
tles, who were extraordinarily guided in the Uſe of it. And 
it is well for the poor Church, that this Power is not conti- 
nued, fince the infallible Direction of the holy Spirit is with- 
drawn, Tho? a ftrift Diſcipline is to be kept up in the chriſ- 
tian Church, yet the Nature and Deſign of. it require this to 
be done in the Spirit of Meekneſs. A raſh and haſty Admini- 
ſtration, is as bad as a cowardly, or careleſs, Relaxation of it. 
The Key ſeldom goes right in the Hand of a paſſionate, vio- 
lent Man. Diſcipline is an Edge-Tool, and mad Work is 
often made with it by angry Eccleſiaſticks. That Direction 
may be eſpecially intended for Governours of the Church, 
which the Apoſtle gives in Gal. 6. 1. Brethren, if a Man be 
overtaken in a Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one 
in the Spirit of Meekneſi—alluding to the Caution and Ten- 
derneſs uſed in the Reduction of diſlocated, and ſetting of 
broken Bones. 

A meek Spirit conducts a Miniſter to a ſuitable Behaviour 
under the ill Treatment he meets with, in the Diſcharge of 
his Oftce—helps to bear ar ight the cauſcleſs Hatred and Con- 
tempt, Obloquy and Affronts, and all Kinds of Miſuſage, 
which he ſuffers from an ill-natur'd World, an ungratefu] 
People, and'peeviſh Brethren Men of the ſame Profeſſion. 
It diſpoſes him to follow the Example of the bleſſed eſus, 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again I hen he ſuffered, 
threatened not, but committed himſelf to him that judgeth righte- 
oufly—endured the Centradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf. —And 
of his Apoſtles, whoſe Demeanor under the greatefiReproaches 
and Injuries is thus ſet forth, x Cor. 4. 11, 12, 13. Ever 
unto this preſent Hour we both hunger and thirſt, and are naked, 
and buffeted, and bade no certain Dwelling- Place ; and Labeur, 
working with our own Hands: Being reviled, we bleſs ; being 
perſecuted, we ſuffer it ; being defamed, we entreat : We are 
made the Filth of the World, and are the Off-ſcouring of all T hings 
unto this Day. Continual and various Occaſion, hath a Mi- 
niſter for the Exerciſe of Meekneſs : Eſpecially, when his 
People are froward, and will ſtrive with him ; giddy, and 
forſake him ; penurious, and with-hold Maintenance from 
him. Happy is it when none of theſe Things ſo diſturb, and 
diſcourage his Spirit, but that he goes on calmly and reſolutely 


in his Work; not being overcome of Evil, but overcoming 


Evil with Good. Meekneſs hath Charms to tame the fierceſt 
Spirit, to mollify the hardeſt Heart, to ſtill the moſt virulent. 
Tongue, 
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Tongue, and ſubdue inveterate Prejudice. And if it does not 


open a clung and parſimonious Hand, yet it ſupplies the 


| Wants of a contented Soul: In which Senſe (partly) we may 


underſtand our Saviour's Words, in Matth. 5. 5. Bleſſed are 
the Meek : For they ſhall inherit the Earth, A Miniſter need 
be gentle among his People, as a Nurſe cheriſbeth her Children; 


bearing with their Frowardneſs and manifold Infirmities— 


F patient, not rigidly exacting his Due—And in the Straits of 


worldly Circumſtances, be ſatisfied with that Word gf Chri/t 
to the Angel of the Church in Smyrna, I know thy Poverty, 
(but thou art rich.) * 


4. A Dove-like, is a humble and condeſcenſrve Spirit. The 
Dove's Flight is low to that of the ſoaring Eagle—and hum- 
ble Penitents are inScripture compar'd to Doves of the/alleys g. 
Humility therefore may be taken into the Deſcription of a 
Dove like Spirit. This is near a-kin to the laſt mentioned 
Property of ſuch a Spirit, and is neceſſary thereunto. Meek- 
nels and Humility are join'd together in our Saviour's Cha- 


racter of himſelf ; and as recommending Qualities of ſo ex- 


cellent and divine a Teacher as he was—Matth. 11. 29.--- 
Learn of me, for I am meek and I:wly in Heart, That humble 
Mind which was in him, ſhould be alſo in every Miniſter of 
Chriſt Feſus, that he may be hit for his Office, and uſeful in it. 
This will be of great Advantage to his Preaching, with reſpect 


both to the Matter, and the Manner of it : Diſpoling him to 


temper his Speech to the Capacities and Needs of People; not 
ſoaring above them in airy ſubtil Speculations, and high-flown 
Expreſſions—great ſwelling I/ords of Vanity, to make Often- 
tation of his Gifts, and gain the Applauſes of the ſimple Mul- 
titude, that admire what they don't underſtand. 2 Cor. 2. 1. 
J. Brethren, when I came unto you, came not with Excellency of 


- Opeecch, or of Wiſdom, declaring unto you the Teſtimony of God. 
Such a Minifter ſtands not on God's holy Mount, as on a 


Theatre, to act his Part; and as on a Step to Self-Exaltation. 
He preaches, not himſelf, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord: Uſurps 
nt a Dominion over the Faith and Conſciences of any, by 
urging his private Opinion as the Doctrine and Law of Chi, 


and imperiouſly obtruding his Senſe of Scripture, for Scripture 


it ſelf—the Standard of Truth, and Meaſure of Dutv. He 
aſſumes not Infallibility to himſelf, affects not to be called of 


* 


* Rev. 2. 8. f Ezek. 7. 16. 
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Men, Rabbi; and thinks not himſelf too great to be their Ser- 
vant for Jeſus Sake. 

A humble Spirit is fitteſt for Government in the chriſtian 
Church, where the ſpiritual Paſtors are not to exerciſe the 
Lerdſhip, which ſecular Princes are wont to do, in ruling with 
a high Hand, and according to their own Will and Pleaſure. 
Miniſters are intruſted by Chriſt with an Authority for the 


Good of Men's Souls, and they are to uſe it faithfully and 


humbly, nat as being Lord's over God's Heritage. + 

A humble is an impartial Spirit, which it concerns a 
Minifter to have; that all Souls may be of equal Conſidera- 
tion with him; and he may regard the Poor, in his Watch- 
ing and labouring for them, as much as the Rich. He is 
charged before God, and the Lord Jeſus, and the elect Angels, to 
obſerve theſe T hings, the apoſtolical Rules of Conduct toward 
People, without preferring one before another, doing nothing by 
Partiality. F And he is further engaged by the Example of 
his Lord, who preached the Goppel to the Poor, and mentions 
this as one Evidence of his being the Meſſiah Matth. 11. 5. 
becauſe it was foretold of him, that he would feed the Poor of 
the Flock *. He was as ready to inſtruct the poor Woman of 
Samaria at Jacob's Well, (his Diſciples marvelling that he 
talked with her) as to teach in the crowded Synagogues of the 
Jews, where the Eyes of all Sorts were faſtned on him, and 
their Wonder at his Doctrine rais'd to Aſtoniſhment. He 
ſtooped to the meaneſt Offices for the meaneſt Perſons -A 
Miniſter of ſuch a Spirit, «Can gladly attend and wait upon 
the pooreſt Kind of People. He is daily watching over the 
weak and infirm; humbling himſelf to perverſe, rude, igno- 


rant People wherever he can find them: And is ſo far from 


defiring to be conſidered as a Gentleman, that he deſires to be 
uſed as the Servant of all; and in the Spirit of his Lord and 
Maſter girds himſelf, and is glad to ſtoop down, and waſh any 
of their Feet.“ | 

A bumble Spirit renders a Miniſter agreable and profitable 
in his Converſation ; invites the People's Applications to him, 
encourages them to ſeek the Law at his Mouth, being cour- 
teous and eaſy of Acceſs, ready to impart his Counſel and 
Help to every one that aſks it, whereas a haughty Spirit, an 
arrogant Air, a lordly Deportment, makes him abhorred of 
God, and ſhunned, if not deſpiſed by Men.—Falſfe Teachers 
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- £ 
re characteris'd as Boaters, Proud, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are 
od, high-minded, Pride is the Devil's Sin; and unmortify'd 
1 a Miniſter will inevitably procure his Fall into the Condem- 
mation of the Devil . And many, great and fad Miſchiefs 
gecrue to the Church of Gop from it—Encroachments in the 
Rights, Invaſion of the Liberties, Intruſion into theOffices of the 
Church—Errors, Diſorders, Hereſies, Schiſms, Wrath, Strife, 

mulations, Confuſions, and all Manner of evil Works in it. 

proud and ambitious Clergy is the Bane of the Church. 

Under a Pretence of magnifying his Office, let not a Mini- 
fer be lordly and over-bearing in the Exerciſe of it, lofty and 
imperious in his Carriage toward any, let him not treat the 
yery meaneſt and worſt in his Pariſh with ſupercilious Faſtu- 
ouſneſs, as if he ſcorn'd to ſet thom with the Dogs of his Flock.--= 
He does moſt honour his Office, and himſelf too, by lowneſs 
of Mind and Behaviour. A humble, is not a ſervile, baſe, 
and abje& Spirit, as the Proud and Arrogant deem it. It 
does not make a Man crouch for a Piece of Silver, and Mor ſel 
of Bread | :—meanly ſue to be put into the Prieſt's Office, 
and by ſordid Compliances to keep in it, for the Sake of a 
poor Livelihood. But it is a truly noble, and becoming Diſ- 
poſition ; proper to a high-born, and well-educated Soul, 
that being acquainted with Things excellent, doats not upon 
Trifles, nor admires little Things meerly becauſe they are 
one's own : Boaſts not of Attainments in Knowledge or 
Goodneſs hitherto reached, but is till aſpiring to higher; 
and aiming at a greater Reward than the Praiſe of Men, Hu- 
mility, while it ſeems to carry in the Name and Notion of it, 
a Deprefſion, is truly the Elevation of the Spirit. Whoſoever 


_ (Gays Chriſt to his Diſciples, ambitious each of them to have 
» the chief Place of Honour) hall humble himſelf as this little 


Child, the ſame is greate/t in the Kingdim of Heaven +. The 
humbleſt is the moſt honourable Miniſter in the Church of 
Gop. Paul came not behind the very Chiefeſt of the Apo- 
Mes, while in his own Eſteem, he was not worthy to be cal- 
led one, and was leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, ſerving the 
Lord with all Humility of Mind. 


ji 5. A Dove-like is a tender and compaſſionate Spirit, The 
Dove has a mouinful Kind of Tone; ſeveral Paſſages in 


Scripture allude to it. I did mourn as Dove, ſaid Hezehiah ||, 


'T 1 Tim, 3. 6. t 1 Sam. 2. + Mat. 18. 4. | Ifai.38.14- 


relating 
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relating his Frame and Behaviour in his Sickneſs. Ve mourn 


fore like Doves * ; ſay the People in great Affliction. They 
that eſcape of chews, ſays the Prophet, ſhall be like Doves of the Y : 


Valleys, all of them mourning, every one for his Iniquity f. 


Huzzab fall be led away captive, ſhe ſhall be brought up, and ber 4 | 
Maids ſhall lead her as with the Voice of Doves, tabring upon their t 


Breaſts 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was a Man of Sorrows, of great 


Tenderneſs of Spirit, appearing in his mournful Reſentments 


of his own grievous Sufferings, breathing in all his Sermons, 


diſcover*d in all his compaſſionate Endeavours for the Relicf | 
and Salvation of a miſerable World of Sinners. Such a Spi- 
rit ought a Miniſter of the Goſpel to have, mourning hiſt © 
for his own Sins, (which Chritt had no need of) and then, 
. after the Example of Chriſt, for the Sins and Sufferings of | 


Others, —A Spirit apt to be affected and afflicted with the 
Miſeries of Mankind, eſpecially thoſe that are incident to their 
Souls, —A pitiful Diſpoſition toward them under the manifold 


and fad Evils, which oppreſs them in this, and await them in 


a future World. This would engage his ſolicitous, faithful 
Endeavours to relieve and fave them—to inſtruct the Igno- 


rant; to warn the Wicked, Night and Day, with Tears; 


to ſeek the loſt, and bring back the firayi ing Sheep,to ſtrengthen 
the Diſeaſed, and bind up that which is broken; to ſpeak 2 
Word in Seaſon to him that is Weary—to exhort and com- 
fort, and charge every One, as a Father doth his Children. 
to viſit and ſympathize with the Afflicted in all their Trou— 
bles, outward and ſpiritual, and offer up Prayers and Suppli- 
cations for them, with ſtrong Crying and Tears, according 


to their particular Neceſſities. The Miniſter that is endowed - 


with ſuch a Spirit, can ſay as Paul ||, Who is weak, and J am 
not weak? Who is offended, and I burn not? i. e. with 


fervent Compaſſion. The Sight of poor Creatures, miſerabl: | 
in Sin ready to periſh, nearly obnoxious to eternal Death, yet 


thoughtleſs of their own wretched Circumſtances, and ſport-| 
ing themſclves on the Brink of Hell, toucheth bis Heart, tir: 
his Bowels, with compaſſionateAnguiſh ; and opens bis Mou! h 
in affectionate Calls unto them, to turn and live: And make 


him think nothing too much for him to do or ſuffer, that be 


may prevent their everlaiting Deſtruction, He is hardly ever 


*. Uai..57. 11. 1 Ezek. 7. 16. F. Nah. 2. 7. 4 Co.. 
49 


. 


Convention & ER M O N. 23 


by 
2 Tete with any Degrees of Care and Watchfulneſs and La- 
lo | bour for their Salvation—counts not his Time and Strength, 
* the 2 Life itſelf too dear to be ſpent in ſuch charitable Service, 
. bow, unworthily Oever Men requite him therefor. He can uſe 
/ ber the Apoſtle's melting Speeches to thoſe whom he longs after in 
their the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. I will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent 
r jour Souls, tho the more abundantly I love you, the leſs I be 
great | var *, J fey the Truth in Chriſt, I 2 not, my Conſcience alſo 
Yonts bearing meWitneſs in the holyGho/t. That i have great Heavineſs, 
zone, 25 continual Sorrow in mine Heart. Her I could wiſh my ſelf 
click ere accurſed from Chriſt, (excommunicated from his Church) 
Spi- 2 my Brethren f. 909 being affeftionately deſirous of you, we 
fuſt were willing to have imparted unto you, nat the Goſpel of God only, 
then, nt alſo our own Souls, becauſe ye were dear unto us t. Such 
os of | {Tenderneſs of Affection and Concern for the moſt obſtinate 
che Sinners, may have a good Effect upon them; and the Mini- 
their ſter's Tears ſoften the hard Hearts, on which his Words alone 
nifole tho right and forcible ſoever) make no Impreſſion. 
m in 4 due Commiſeration of the Neceſſities of Souls, wou'd ex- 
ith{ul cite a Miniſter to go (if he be at Liberty, and have Opportu- 
leno- nity) among thoſe who ſuffer a Famine of Hearing the Word of 


ouYn 


Vo # 


ears; #he Lord, rather than among thoſe who enjoy a great Plenty of 
gthen the Means of Inſtruction. Paul ſtrived to preach, not where 
"OE Chriſt was named, and a'good Foundation of chriſtian Know- 
com. ledge laid, and there were others to carry on the Superſtruc- 
fen ture, but whice. by his Miniſtry, there might be an Accom- 
Fro. pliſhment of 1/a:ah's Prophecy, as it. is written, To whom he 


uppli- © 7 not ſpoken of, they ſhall ſee : And they that have not heard, 
ding Pall under/tand l. Commendable is the ee they diſcover to 
lowed | Souls, who preach the Goſpel, in thoſe Places of this Land, 
11am here it was little known, and as little is done for the Support 
"wich . it. May the Blefling of Souls ready to periſh come upon 
erabl: il heſe Servants of Chrift, and no proper Encouragement we 
b, yet an give, be with-held from them. 
ſport That ſuch Miniſters do as tell, as they ſeem to zealouſly 
t, ſtirs affect the Souls of People, who, overlooking thoſe which are 
Mouth moſt deſtitute of the Goſpel, ftrive to preach it only or chic fly 
makes an Places, where there are fixed and faithful Paſtors, remains 
hat he Pill to be aur by them. 

ever. —— — 
3 8 8 2 Cor, 12. 15. + Rom. g. 1:3, 3 1 1 The. 2b; 
2 Cor. | Rom, 15. 20, 21. 
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Soldiers: Employ'd in the ſame Work and Warfare, and, 
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More concern'd have I been, to reconcile with our Pro 
feſſion, the general Backwardneſs in the Miniſters of the Loi 
to attend his Ar# into the Camp, and go over to the Help off 
our poor Brethren, whom we mightily encourag'd to jeoparti 
their Lives, as they have done, and loſt in great Numbers, fo 
the Preſervation of their Country. The Lord pardon ui 
wherein we have been wanting in our Compaſſion to thei 
Souls | Were a Miniſter's Heart really affected with the M. A 
ſeries of poor, blind, periſhing Souls, in Proportion to t 
Greatneſs thereof, what Toils and Travels would he not un“ 
dertake ? What Hardſhips wou'd he not undergo, what Hz * 
zard wou' d he not expoſe himſelf to, for the Sake of the 1 
Salvation. | 7 


OY 


+ << © © 2m In, —- ren 


hy a t 

6. A Dove-like, is a ſociable, uniting Spirit. Doves gon V 
Flocks, reſort to their Windows, and live amicably together, "= t 
Minifters ſhould go Hand in Hand, in ſweetFellowſhip, to thi 1 
Work whereunto they are called, and dwell together in Unit; þ 


Never ſeparating in Affection from one another. They ar. » | 
of all Men obliged moſt ftriftly to keep the Unity of the Spirci t 
in the Bond of Peace. Their peculiar Relation unto Chriſt, 1 
to one another, and to the Church of Gop, is a peculia. n 
Engagement upon them hereunto. 

They are Miniſters of Zeus Chrift ; his Servants, by waj 3V 
of Excellency ſo ſtyled. And is Chriſi divided? Diviſons a t 
mong them wou'd ſeem to imply it: As if there were mon #& 
Chriſis, more Lords than One, each different Se of Miniſter,” ># dl 
calling him Mafter, and profeſſing to manage his Buſineſs, * 0 
and to drive on his Deſigns, which we cannot ſuppoſe to b: © 


oppoſite, without injurious Reflection on the one Lord Jes 440 
Chriſt, ſole Head of the ſpiritual Kingdom, not divide“ 0 


againſt itſelf. t! 
Miniſters are Stewards of God. And what Diſorde IF: 
would it cauſe in his Family, redounding to his Diſcredit, fu &#* 


them to quarrel] about the Diſtribution of his Children“ k 2 
Bread. 
They are Ambaſſadors, for Chrif the Prince of Peace, Ani, * 
if they be not at Peace among themſelves, how well do the- 
repreſent his Perſon, and carry on a Treaty of Peace ? 
Miniſters are Fellow-Servants, Fellaw-Labourers, Fellow: 


encouraged by the ſame Rewards, being called in one Hor N 
of their Calling and therefore ſhould be dear to one = N i 4 4 
an 


; id 
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and Fellow- Helpers unto the Kingdom of God. The Tie of 


Pr 
Lan = brotherly Love ſhould keep them in the cloſeſt Union, for 
clp off mutual Aſſiſtance and Comfort. The Violation of this Bond, 
opard| is an aggravated Fault in them, when, 1, they have given the 
s, fo Hand---the Right Hand of Fellowſhip to one another, 
n viz : Miniſters are the Paſtors of the Flock, and it is of greater 
then Conſequence, that there ſhould be no Strife between them, 
e M. than it was of old, that there ſhould be none between Abra- 
o cht ham's Herdſmen and Lots. No wonder the Sheep are frighted 
t un. and ſcatter'd from them, when they ſee them biting and de- 
t Hz vouring one another. They are Leaders of the People, and 
f their it they diſagree, how can the People ſafely follow them? The 
9 = Church is the Body of Chriſt, Miniſters in it are ſuch Parts of 
the Body, as are eſpecially neceſſary and uſeful for the Con- 
go in, J veyance of that Life which floweth from Chriſt the Head, un- 
ether, © to all the Members. The diſuniting of them, is like diſſect- 
tothe ing the Nerves and Veins; and cauſeth ſuch a Schiſm in the 
Inity Y Body, as endangers the ſpeedy periſhing of it. Without 
ey att Union among themſelves, they cannot ſerve the Purpoſe of 
Spin © their Inſtitution; which is the Church's Unity; that all the 
Chrift, Members of it might be compacted, and knit together, and 
eculiz . made one intire Body, Eph. 4. 11, 12, 13. | 
> Vanity betwixt the Miniſters of Chriſt, is of great Advan- 
y Wa; vantage to convince Men of the Truth of their Doctrine, and 
ions 2 to perſwade them to embrace it; as we may learn from 
e mon Chriſt's Prayer, John 1 5 21. And the contrary, Experience 
tu 


iniſter, ſheweth us, is a great Stumbling-block to People, and Hin- 
(fines, drance of their profiting by the Word. Behold, how good, 
to be and how pleaſant it is Fo ſuch Brethren to dwell together in 
1 Jeſi Unity] * It renders their Miniſtry fragrant, as the precious 
divide Ointment on Aaron's Head; and uſeful as the Dew of Hermon, 
the Dew that deſcended on the Mountains of Zien. How 
ford! @eautiful upon the Mountains, ſays the evangelical Prophet, are 
dit, fo be Feet of him that bringeth good Tydings 1. As a Reaſon ' tis 
:1dren' roms hy Watchmen ſhall lift up the Voice, with the Voice toge- 
ber ſhall they ſing —ſhall ſweetly agree together, have but one 
an Voice with one Mind and one Mouth glorify GoD, even the 


lo tha © Father of our Lord Feſus Cbriſt. 

> {+ + Now a Dove-like Spirit Miniſters wou'd bring them to 
Fellow this happy Union and Communion : Engage them in ſuch a 
te, andy, friendly Correſpondence with one another, as wou'd cheriſh 
Hope ap — T—ũGP rn 
nothe * Pal, 133. 1. f Pfal, 52, 7. 
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and increaſe mutual Love and Good-Will ; procure mutual 
Help, yield mutual Encouragement and Comfort. It wou'd 
ſuppreſs the Spirit that luſteth to envy, and make every one 
to rejoice in another's Giſts, Graces, Acceptance, and Suc- 
ceſs. None would preach Chriſt of Envy and Strife, and 
meerly in Pretence : All wou'd do it of good Will, and Sin- 
cerely---with hearty Affection toward Chriſt, and every good 
Miniſter of his.---And in their Converſation wou'd take heed, 
that they neither ſpeak, nor act any. Thing, to the Prejudice 
of one another's Reputation, and Impediment of their Service- 
2bleneſs : But on the other Hand, to ſpeak reſpectfully to, 
and of one another; and having Gifts differing, according to 


the Grace that is given to them, to endeavour that all may 
have their full Improvement to the Benefit and Edification of 


the Church. 
. Theſe Properties of a Dove-like Spirit render the Man of 
Gop perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 


ACEFLICA TION; 
1. The Candidates of the evangelical Miniſtry may be 


hence admoniſhed, what Qualification they need have to their 
Entrance thereinto. 


A vain Pretence to the Holy Spirit's making them fit for 


this Office, without proper Education, and painful Study, is 


not encouraged by this Diſcourſe. . Happy is our Land, in 
Regard of the Seminaries of Learning; planted in it, and that 
they are in ſo good a State as they be at this Day, under the 


Tuition of ſkilfull and faithful Men. And. we can't expect, 


that ordinarily Miniſters will come to our Churches in the 
excellent Spirit, which has been deſcrib'd, unleſs they do come 
out of the Schools of the Prophets, furniſhed with competent 
Knowledge, which they acquire by Induſtry in the Uſe of 

ſuitable Means, and receive not by meer Infuſion. The 


Scripture doth not repreſent thoſe as Goſpel-Times of Refor- 
mation, in which Perſons that have been train'd up from their 
Youth only to ſecular Buſineſs, do undertake, and are coun- 
tenanc'd in, that of the ſacred Miniſtry : But on the contrary, 
that when God ſhall cauſe the unclean Spirit to paſs out of the 


Land, and any ſuch ſhall yet preſume to Propheſy, his neareſt | 


Relatives ſhall withſtand him, and he ſhall be aſham'd to ap- 


pear in the Habit, and further to attempt the Work of a 1 
Prophet; but ſhall confeſs, as in Zech. 13. 5. J am no Pro- 
| Pbet y Jy . 


* 
5 * * o . J 
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phet, I am an Huſbandman ; for Men taught me to keep Cattle 
from my Youth, Whoever wou'd be an-able Miniſter of the 


new Teſtament, muſt diligently improve all Advantages of a 
C- AF liberal Education to that Purpoſe. Yet if his Furniture con- 
nd , fiſts only in the deſireable and uſeful Gifts of Knowledge, 
n- XX Elocution, and the like humane Acquirements and Embelliſh- 
od *** ments, it may be faid to him, as in another Caſe it was to a 
2d, 7 well-bred young Man, One Thing thou lacteſt t. And that 
ice is, a Dove-like, a Chriſt- like Spirit: A Soul form'd by the 
ce- Hay Ghoft to Purity, Innocence, Meekneſs, Humility, and 
to, Love. The Graces which conſtitute this divine Temper, are 
tO *$% ſo neceſſary to a Miniſter's approving himſelf to Gop, and to 
nay his own Conſcience, in his Work, that, if the Performance 
10f and Succeſs of it were leſs concern'd therein, than really they 
be, no conſiderate Perſon, who knew himſelf deſtitute of 'em, 
of wou'd for all this World dare to meddle with ſo holy and tre- 
mendous an Office. 
What Gop faith to the Wicked, P/al. 50. 16. would, 
like a laming Sword, keep the Way of the Pulpit from his 
| entring thereinto ? Verily, faith Mr. Baxter, it is the com- 
be mon Danger and Calamity of the Church, to have unregene- 
their rate and unexperienc'd Paſtors: And to have ſo many become 
Preachers, before they are Chriſtians; to be ſanctified by De- 
. for dication to the Altar as God's Prieſts, before they are ſancti- 
Ys, IS hed by hearty Dedication to Chriſt as his Diſciples.”---Let 
d, in every ene deſign'd and preparing for the Miniſtry, remember 
that the Exhortation, in 2 Tim. 2. 22. Flee alſo youthful Lufts : 
r the \ But follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace, with them that 
pect, call on the Lord out of a pure Heart. Take heed alſo and be- 
n the ware of an enthuſiaſtick, and of a Party-Spirit ; the Ingre- 
come duients of both which Kinds, are contrary and deſtructive to 
=_— thoſe of the Spirit, which has been recommended. | 
e © | 
ITbe 2. They that are in the Miniſtry, ſhould examine them- 
Kefor- ſelves, and know what Manner of Spirit they are of. Are we 
their qualified for, and do we attend the Buſineſs of our holy Call- 
coun- ing with the Spirit that deſcended and abode upon our glo- 
trary, rious Head, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Were we moved by the 
of the Holy Ghoft, to undertake this Office? Are our own Conſci- 
eareſt — ences Witneſſes, and Gop alſo, that we have behaved our 
to ap ſelves in it, holily, and juſtly, and unblameably, and meekly, 
of 2 —— — —— 
7 Pro- 15 4 1 Mark 10. 21. . 
Phet n 8 | ; D 2 with 
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with Lowlineſs of Mind, Tenderneſs of Affection, andSweet- p 4 


neſs of brotherly Love? There has been a Trial of our Spi- 
rits ; and have we diſcover*d ſo much of a Dove- like Diſpoſi- 
tion as we ought ? Was it not for want of ſuch a Spirit, in 
greater Meaſures of it, that there has been ſo much Offence 
given, and taken, to the Reproach and Damage of the Mini- 
ſtry? That we have been fo divided in our Work, and Way 
— ſo full of Jealouſies and raſh judging---ſo apt to divulge, 


and pleas'd to hear Things tending to one another's Diſgrace R | 


and Diſadvantage---that in a Difference of Sentiments, we 


did not guard more againſt the ill Conſequences thereof, and * 


could not bear with one another in Love---that there have 
been ſo ſharp Conteſts between Fellow-Labourers, and mu- 
tual Smitings of Fellow-Servants---ſuch intemperate Zeal, 
and ſatyrical Virulence, as hath brought much Smoke and 
Darkneſs into the Sanctuary? Only 
To this is owing the Noiſe and Clamour of Controverſy, 
Which hath greatly diſturbed the Peace of the Churches. To 
the ſame Cauſe muſt be imputed all undue Reſentment of 
Wrong done us by any, in cenſuring our State, diſparaging 
our Labours, and drawing away from among our People Diſ- 


Ciples after them. It argues the Defect of a uniting Spirit 


among us, that when we were not all of one Mind in ſome 
Matters, we did not hold Communion and Correſpondency, 
and join together in the main, and do as much of God's 


Work as we could in concurrent Unanimity, according to | 
the Apo/ile's Advice in Phil. 3. 16. But diſagreeing in Opi- 


nion concerning ſome Appcarances of Religion, and Methods 
of promoting it, we grew ſtrange to one another, left off aſſo- 
ciating together as before, and ſhunn'd aCommunication of mini- 


ſterialLabours: For the laſt of which our Excuſe is no Evidence of 
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a peaceable Spirit among us---viz. Miniſters ſo often chuſing 


to inſiſt upon the offenſive Peculiarities of the Party they had 


eſpous'd, rather than upon the more weighty Things in which 


we are all agreed: And ſo we have ſeem'd to People as 


Preachers of two Chriſt's---Teachers of different Ways to 


Heaven.---In mentioning theſe Things, which breath not of 


4 Dove-like Spirit, I intend not a Charge againſt all, but an 5 


Addreſs to the Conſciences of all, that we may reflect, and . 
ſee how far we are all guilty before the omnifcient Heart: 


ſearching Gop. We have thoſe whoſe Moderation has been x 
known unto all Men, in the late Provocation, the Day of 
Temptation, that has paſſed over us. But upon impartial 7 

7 Enquiry 7 
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4 5 Enquiry may not the moſt of us diſcern great and manifold 


Defects, in this requiſite miniſterial Qualification; and con- 
i- RE fefs, that we have not taken Heed to our Spirit, as we ſhould 
in it we have kept our Mouth with aBridle,in the fierceſtStrife of 
ce $4 Tongues ?--- That we have too much indulg'd the Ferments 
li- 


of Anger in our Boſoms, the Workings of Pride and Fnvy, 
ay |  tho' we may not have rendered Railing for Railing ; and have 
"= eſcaped the Character Jude gives of heretical Teachers, who, 
in ſpeaking evil of Dignities, contumelouſly of the Apaſtles, 
M ere like raging Wares of the Sea, foaming out their own Shame: 
=: Nat uſing ſo much Modeſty in their Treatment of the Go- 
* 1 vernors of the Church, as Michael the Arch- Angel did toward 
Saͤatan (contending with him about the Body of Moſes) Can 
we anſwer our Judge, when he ſhall demand of us, what was 
it that ye diſputed among yourſelves by the Way? We muſt 
* ſtand Speechleſs, if it was which ſhould be greateſt *. Alas! 
how often hath Pride and Ambition divided the Miniſters of 
the humble and meek Jeſus? How ſadly is it to be lamented, 
chat a Spirit of Bitterneſs, Envy, and Malignity, ſhould ever 
ſo far prevail among them, as to giveOccafion for a Melanchton 
on his Death-Bed, to bleſs Gop that he was going to a Place 
= where he ſhould be freed from the implacableHatred of Divines ! 
Have we not experienc'd enough of it in our Days, to make 
a a Lover of Peace ſometimes ready to wiſh as David, O that 
I had Wings like a Dove: For then would I fly away, and be at 
* Rift t. Diſcord among Brethren in the Miniftry is not the 
© leſs to be reproved and bewail'd, for Gop's over-ruling it, 
as he did that between Paul and Barnabas, to the enlarging 
| ? of his Kingdom, and making it ſubſervient to his own Glory, 
| x and Church's Good. 


3. Let us ſeek that we may be qualified more and better 
for the Work of the Goſpel-Miniſtry, by the Spirit's deſcend- 
ing like a Dove, and reſting on us, according to the Meaſure of 
* the Gift of Chriſt: That we may receive Grace, bearing ſome 
Proportion and Similitude to the Grace which was conferred 
on Chriſt himſelf, when Gop, his God, anointed him with 
t an ; the Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows—be endowed with thoſe 
Properties which are ſymbolically in Doves, were truly and 

© ſuperlatively in Chriſt, and by Participation of his Spirit; are 
really in all good Miniſters of his. The forming of a pure, 
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innocent, meek, humble, compaſſionate, uniting Spirit in us, h 
is rather to be deſired than the Holy Gheſt's deſcending in a | 
Bodily Shape, like a Dove, upon us. The Word comes 1 
from the Spirit, and the Spirit comes along with the Word--- h 
O that in and by his Word, Chriſt would now breathe upon ul, M 
and ſay, Receive the Holy Ghoſt + : As he did to his Apoſtles, 2 2 
ſending them forth to preach, as the Father had ſent him. 
Vain are our Pretences to the Spirit of Chriſt, if we are void 
of thoſe amiable Qualities, which were ſo conſpicuous and 
exemplary in him. The Fruit of the Spirit growing from and 2 8 
arguing the Root of Grace in the Heart, is Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Tempe- 
rance. The Spirit indeed deſcended on the Apo{les, in the 4% 4 
Emblem of fiery Tongues, to ſignify the Purity and Zeal with TI 
which they, and all ſucceeding Minifters ſhould be furniſh'd e 
to their Work, and not the Heat of wrathful Paſſion, in which 
they ſhould ſpeak, and act. Some may be ready to applaud * 
themſelves for having bitter Zeal and Strife in their Hearts, 
and may glory in this as true Wiſdom, and the Power of the 
Spirit in them, but this Wiſdom deſcendeth not from a- 
© bove; it is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh-- The Wiſdom that is 
© from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy 
© to be entreated, full of Mercy, and good Fruits, without 
6 Partiality, and without Hypocrify. T he Lord is not in the 
Find of boiſterous Paſſion ; nor in the Fire of over-heated 
Zeal ; nor in the Earthquake of inteſtine Jars, and deſtructive 
Schiſms; but in the till ſmall Voice of Dove-like Simplicity, 
Innocence, Meekneſs, Lowlineſs, and Love. p 
With the Qualities of the Dove in Miniſters, there muſt be 
one of the Serpent, viz. its Wiſdom, according to our Savi- 
our's Direction, Matth. 10. 16. but there ſhould be no more, 
elſe this will make them dangerous and hurtful as Holves, 
againſt which it is neceſſary to guard them, while they are 
harmleſs as Doves. There muſt be in them, with the Wiſdom 
of the Serpent, none of its deceitful Windings, „ of its lurk- 
ing Inſidiouſneſs, of its ſurprizing Violence, of its rancorous 
Venom, of its keen Mordacity.“ There muſt be all of the 
Dove, which has been mentioned. | 


If a Dove-like Spirit poſſeſſeth and acteth us, we ſhall en- * 
gage and proceed in our Work, with diſintereſted Views, 


uprightly, ſteadily, inoffenſively, circumſpectly, gently, hum- 
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YM Iy, unitedly : © In all Things approving our ſelves as the 
—2 Miniſters of God; in much Patience, in Afflictions, in 


omes Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes; in Stripes, in Impriſonments - -/ 
rd ſhould we be counted worthy, and called to ſuffer in that 
mn us, Manner for the Name of Chriſt) in Tumults, in Labours, 
les, in Watchings, in Faſtings : By Pureneſs, by Knowledge, 


him, by Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by 
void Love unfeigned, by the Word of Truth, by the Power of 
and God, by the Armour of Righteouſneſs, on the right Hand, 
1 and "I and on the left, by Honour and Diſhonour, by evil Report 
Peace, 3*#® and good Report: As Deceivers, and yet true; as Sorrow- 
empe- | ful, yet always rejoicing 3 as Poor, yet making many rich.” 
1 the 1 | Mouth will be open to our Hearers, our Heart enlarged--= 
with They' II not be Hraitned in us, tho* they may be ſtraitned in 
niſh'd heir own Bowels, in good Affection toward us. 
vhich While we make our ſelves Servants unto all, we may ap- 
plaud pear mean and abje& in the Eyes of the World, be deſpiſed 
earts, of Men, treated as Scullions, kept in a low Condition, be- 
of thße Amear'd with the Dirt and Soot of Reproach, ſo that our/7/age, 
ma- xe that of Zion's Nazarites, be blacker than @ Coal; yet ſhall 
that is pe be glorious in the Eyes of Gop and Angels; our ſpiri- 
d eaſy * 4 Dignity and Beauty ſhall not be impair'd but encreaſed, 
ithout Sur Graces brightned and ſtrengthned, and we ſhall ſhine 
in th with the greater Luſtre of Miniſterial Faithfulneſs, and hea- 
eated yenly Glory---that being verified in us, P/al. 68. 13. Tho? 
uctive 7 ye have lien among the Pots, yet ſhall ye be as the Wings 
licity, of a Dove covered with Silver, and her Feathers with yel- 
. low Gold.“ 
uſt be Our Hearts and Hands will be united in the Work of Gop: 
Savi- and we ſhall aſſiſt and ſtrengthen, encourage and comfort one 
more, znother in it. We ſhall take ſweet Counſel together, and 
Valves, Walk unto the Houſe of Gop in Company. In Lowlineſs of 
2y are Eu each will eſteem others better than themſelves; and none 
iſdom df us will magnify our ſelves by running down others; and 
lurk- on all Occaſions inveighing without Mercy againſt erroneous, 
-orous © Wconverted, or enthuſiaſtic Miniſters, where, and when, 
of the uch cannot be reproved by our Diſcourſe, while People are 


Fre wo thereby againſt thoſe who deſerve a better Character. 


all en- There would not be a Diotrephes among us, loving to have 
[iews, © the Pre-eminence , and prating againſt others with malicious 
hum- | Mordi. - nor (I preſume) a Buſy-bady in other Mens Matters * 
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according to the original Sound, and juſt Senſe of the Phraſe. 
We ſhould in the Spirit of Love, rectify one anothers Miſ- 
takes, and bear with each others Infirmities---ſympathize 
with, and Support one another under all our Burdens, rejoice 
in one anothers Gifts and Graces, Reputation andUſefulneſs--- 
Dividing Schemes would be laid aſide, and Party Names loſt 
from among us. The only Contention among us will be, 
who ſhall beſt ſerve the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and promote the 
real Intereſts of People, in the moſt important and weighty 
Matters of Religion, and carry the Spirit of Forbearance the 
furtheſt in all leſſer Matters. My Fathers and Brethren, 
If there be therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Com- 
fort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels 
© and Mercies---let us be like-minded, having the ſame Love, 
© being of one Accord, of one Mind.'---O how much Good 


to theſe Churches would a happy Union among their Pastors ö 
preſage ? How might they flouriſh in Peace and ſpiritual Pro- 
ſperity, after they have been afflited, toſſed with 'Tempeſts, 


and not Comforted ? With what Joy would they ling, as in 


the myſtical Song “ Lo, the Winter is paſt, the Rain is : 


© over and gone, 'The Flowers appear on the Earth, the 


Time of the Singing of Birds is come, and the Voice of the 


Turtle is heard in our Land. 


4. Let the People alſo, here aſſembled with the Minifters, 
to join in the ſolemn Devotions, and aſſiſt in the pious Col- Þ 
lections of this Day, ſuffer the Word of Exhortation, and be 
quickned from what they have heard, to ſeek that the Spirit 
may deſcend as a Dove upon them. If any Man (be he 


oO @Q ©, tm, om, K am Po os 


$3 
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Clergy orLay- Man) < have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 8 


of his.“ t 


Chriſt's. 


And if he hath not aDove- like Spirit, he hath not 
It is for a Lamentation, that the Spirit of the late 
Times hath not been more ſo ; That while many have been 


ready to boaſt of their receiving the Hoh Ghoſt; in a Way ih. 


and Meaſure not common to ordi 
in divers Places been like Vultures and Ravens, Birds of Prey, 


biting and devouring one another, raſhly cenſuring of, and | 


ſeparating from their Miniſters. And God's Heritage is now 
as a ſpeckled Bird, theBirds round about are againſt her. And 
we need pray, as in Pſal, 74. 19. O deliver not the Soul of 
thy "Turtle-Dove unto the Multitude of the Wicked. For 


+ Cant. 2. 11, 12. I Rom, 8. 9. „Jer. 12, 5 
| | ; : | | | 


inary Chriſtians, People have x 
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aſe. | | | 

liſ- the Enmities and Animoſities among Gon's People upon the 
ze Score of our Differences in Religion, he juſtly maketh us a 
dice Strife unto our popiſh and heathen Neighbours. And if we be- 


=o 


come not a Prey to them, yet our Enemies may laugh among 
loſt 


themſelves to ſee us likely to be conſumed one of another. 


be, God only knows what the End of the preſent Quarrels, that 
the { diſturb the State and Church, may be. But this People 
zhty do, or ſhould know, that they cannot be Chriſtians without 
> the the Spirit of Chriltianity---They are apt to ſay, Ho, here 1s 


ren, 


* 


,OM- 
wels 


Chriſt, or there! In this or the other Set of Principles, in this 
Jor the other Way of Worſhip; when, verily, Chriſt is not 
© here, nor there, nor aby where, but where the Spirit of Chriſt 


ove, is. Let us therefore pray for a more conſpicuous, abundant 
300d and univerſal Deſcent of the Spirit from Heaven as a Dove, 
aftors both on Miniſters and People, than we have yet ſeen, and can 
Pro- bear Record of. WF 


peſts, And in this Spirit of Chrift let us now offer to the Service 
as in of his Goſpel, and for the Relief of neceſſitous Souls, a Part 
ain is of our worldly Subſtance---So our Charity will be an Odour 
„ the F ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice well-pleaſing to Gop. Let this 
of the Spirit aCtuate us in all that we do in Religion; then our 
Prayers and Praiſes, our Preaching and Hearing, and all de- 
4 votional Performances will be acceptable to the Lord. And 
üſters, the Communion of Saints therein, ſweet and comfortable to 
; Col- [Mus---Cant. 2. 14. O my Dove, that art in the Clefts of the 


** 


and be Rock, in the ſecret Places of the Stairs ; let me fee thy Counte- 
Spirit nance, let me hear thy Voice; for ſweet is thy Voice, and thy 

(be he {Countenance is comely. We ſhall ſerve God in the Purity and 
is none Simplicity of Goſpel-Obedience, and dwell together in Love; 
ath not keeping the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, till 
he late we arrive at the perect Unity of the Faith, and the Fulneſs 
e been {Mot Chrift, and borne up on the Wings of the heavenly Nove, 
a Way ſhall be carried to our everlaſting Reſt, 

le have 
Prey, 
of, and 
is now 
And 
Soul of 
For 
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The Reader is defired to corre& the 
following Errata, 


Age 11. Line 9. for mean Things, read Me»: 
and Things Page 13. Line 21. for preds- 
minated, read predominantly. Page 14. Line laſt, 
for uncooth, read uncouth. Page 25. Line 5. for 
in, read on. Line 15. for Lowneſs, read Lowl:- 
| noſs. Page 24. Line 15. for ſociable, read ſoctal, 
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